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Berichterstattung zu strategischen Entwicklungen auf den Politikfeldern des BMBF in führenden Industrieländern 

Großbritannien

Strategie für den Biotechnologie-Standort London

Die Wirtschaftsförderagentur London - London Development Agency - hat jüngst eine Strategie für die Stärkung des Biotechnologie-Standorts London bis zum Jahr 2007 vorgelegt. Aufbauend auf vorhandenen Stärken der Stadt in den Lebenswissenschaften und der Medizin, will die Agentur die Entwicklung der Biotech-Branche fördern.

http://www.lda.gov.uk/uploaded_files/documents/18_465_biolondon_strategy.pdf
http://www.britischebotschaft.de

Portugal

Portugals Bioethikrat befasst sich mit der Frage der Forschung mit menschlichen Embryonen

Mit einer Verzögerung von fast zwei Jahren ernannte Portugals Ministerpräsident Durão Barroso am 4. September während einer Zeremonie die 21 neuen Mitglieder des nationalen Rats für Ethik in den Biowissenschaften. Die erste Herausforderung für die neuen Mitglieder des Beratungsgremiums, so Barroso, sei es, eine gemeinsame Position zur Verwendung menschlicher Embryonen in der Forschung zu erreichen, die die Basis für die nachfolgende 
Gesetzgebung zu diesem Thema bilden solle. Laut der Regierung sollen Einzelheiten dazu vor Ende des Monats verkündet werden. 

http://dbs.cordis.lu/cgi-bin/srchidadb?CALLER=NHP_DE_
NEWS&ACTION=D&SESSION=&RCN=EN_RCN_ID:20848&TBL=DE_NEWS

EU / Europa

France and Spain neck and neck in bid to host ITER

Both France and Spain are hoping to be selected by the EU to put forward the European bid to host the international thermonuclear experimental reactor (ITER). The selected site will be up against competition in the form of Clarington in Canada and Rokkasho-mura in Japan. A report by an independent group assessing the two European bids has failed to back one site over the other, but has concluded that both France and Spain 'would be likely to win the international site selection'. The main differences between the two bids, from Cadarache in France and Vandellós in Spain, relate to technical and financial issues, but the group found these differences to be minor. Ministers are expected to reach a decision at the next Competitiveness Council on 23 September. 

http://dbs.cordis.lu/fep-cgi/srchidadb?ACTION=D&SESSION
=69972003-9-9&DOC=1&TBL=EN_NEWS&RCN=EN_CAT
_A:Miscellaneous&CALLER=MSS_NEWS_FR_EN

Bericht: Innovativität der Beitrittsländer immer noch hinter EU-15

Ein auf Antrag der GD Unternehmen der Kommission erstellter Bericht ist zu dem Schluss gekommen, dass die Innovationsfähigkeiten in den Beitrittsländern immer noch hinter denen der 15 derzeitigen Mitgliedstaaten liegen. Vielleicht noch beunruhigender ist, dass in dem Bericht Tendenzen aufgezeigt werden, die darauf hindeuten, dass die meisten Beitrittsländer im Hinblick auf ihre Innovativität weit davon entfernt sind, die Lücke zu den EU-15 zu schließen, sondern eigentlich immer mehr zurückfallen.

Der Bericht mit dem Titel "Innovation Policy in Seven Candidate Countries: The Challenges" ["Innovationspolitik in Sieben Beitrittsländern: die Herausforderungen"] konzentriert sich auf die Bedingungen in Rumänien, Bulgarien, der Slowakei, Lettland, Litauen, Malta und der Türkei. Er richtet sich an politische Entscheidungsträger, Unternehmen und Forscher innerhalb der EU und den Bewerberländern und bietet einige Vorschläge für politische Lösungsansätze in jedem der Länder, mit denen das jeweilige Innovationsniveau gefördert werden soll. 

http://www.cordis.lu/innovation-policy/studies/geo_study3.htm
http://dbs.cordis.lu/cgi-bin/srchidadb?CALLER=NHP_DE_
NEWS&ACTION=D&SESSION=&RCN=EN_RCN_ID:20815&TBL=DE_NEWS

Bericht gibt Empfehlungen an die Bildungspolitik auf Grundlage von EU-Projektergebnissen

Die Europäische Kommission hat eine Auswahl von Informationen für die Politik über die Ergebnisse von mit EU-Mitteln geförderten Forschungsprojekten auf dem Gebiet der Bildung veröffentlicht. Die Berichte decken ein umfangreiches Spektrum an Bildungsfragen ab und enthalten jeweils Schlussfolgerungen sowie Empfehlungen für Maßnahmen. Die betreffenden Projekte 
wurden unter dem Vierten und dem Fünften Rahmenprogramm der EU finanziert. Insgesamt waren an den Projekten über 420 Forscherteams aus ganz Europa und weiteren Ländern beteiligt. Die Themen betreffen zwar ein riesiges Themenspektrum, lassen sich aber grob in fünf Kategorien einteilen: Forschungen im Bereich Hochschulbildung, über den Übergang von der Schule zum Beruf, neue Verwaltungsmodelle für die allgemeine und die berufliche Bildung, die Nutzung von Informations- und Kommunikationstechnologien (IKT) beim Lernen sowie Bildung, Ungleichgewichte und soziale Ausgrenzung. 

http://www.cordis.lu/citizens/publications.htm
http://dbs.cordis.lu/cgi-bin/srchidadb?CALLER=NHP_DE_
NEWS&ACTION=D&SESSION=&RCN=EN_RCN_ID:20823&TBL=DE_NEWS

USA

Columbia inquiry prompts White House strategy review

The White House will conduct a review of US space strategy in the wake of the recently published hard-hitting report on the loss of the space shuttle Columbia — and members of Congress have joined NASA in pledging to reform the space agency itself. But early soundings in Washington suggest that the manned-spaceflight programme will face an uphill struggle to attract the extra resources that, the report implied, it needs to operate more safely.

The Columbia investigation, led by retired Navy admiral Harold Gehman, was unsparing in its criticism of NASA. The report also castigated the White House and Congress for underfunding the shuttle programme, which had its budget cut by 40% in real terms during the 1990s. But in the immediate aftermath of the report, few congressional leaders were ready to pledge more money to the space programme. 

http://www.nature.com/cgi-taf/DynaPage.taf?file=/nature/
journal/v425/n6953/full/425004b_fs.html

Universities armed with cash for biotechnology

The US Army is to give three universities $50 million over five years to develop military products using biotechnology. The Institute for Collaborative Biotechnologies, to be led by the University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB), will focus on three areas: sensors and electronics, biologically inspired new materials, and biological methods of information processing. "The inspiration for the institute comes from the fact that biology uses precise mechanisms to produce exquisitely structured materials," says Robert Campbell of the Army Research Office in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina. UCSB will work with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the California Institute of Technology on the project.

http://www.nature.com/cgi-taf/dynapage.taf?file=/nature/
journal/v425/n6953/index.html

http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2003-08/uocs-aa
082603.php

Research mired in Homeland Security delays 

Researchers hoping for financial support from the newly formed US Department of Homeland Security are increasingly anxious that their grant requests will not be answered — this year, at least. The department was established in January by the amalgamation of several existing agencies, and was allocated $554 million for its research and development arm for this financial year, which ends on 30 September. 

Charles McQueary, undersecretary for science and technology at the department, has indicated that most of that money will initially be spent on technology, rather than science — particularly on efforts to harness available technology for the Coast Guard, border guards and emergency first-responders. Officials at the homeland security department, which is sitting on some 3,000 unsolicited research proposals, con-
cede that its programmes have been delayed: so far, they say, only about half of the money due to be released by 30 September has been spent. 

http://www.nature.com/cgi-taf/DynaPage.taf?file=/nature/
journal/v424/n6952/full/424986a_fs.html

Kanada

New funding for Canadian researchers participating in FP6 health projects

The Canadian institutes for health research (CIHR) have introduced an international opportunities programme which will be used to fund Canadian participation in health research projects under the Sixth Framework Programme (FP6). The programme will also be used to fund Canadian participation in other international collaborative health research projects, and to support the search for health research partnerships. Grants aimed at facilitating the creation of partnerships will be worth up to C$ 25,000 (15,850 euro), while collaborative research grants will be worth up to C$ 100,000 (63,391 euro). 

http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/canadaeuropa/brussels/

Japan

Biology favoured in Japanese funding plan

The life sciences look set to prosper while engineering research is squeezed, under budget proposals released by Japan's science ministry recently. In its proposal, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology seeks an increase of 21%, taking its research spending to ¥949 billion (US$8 billion). It won't get that much, observers say, but its proposal shows where priorities lie: life sciences gets 26% and nanotechnology 35%, for example, whereas nuclear research gets 10% and aerospace programmes just 9%.

http://www.nature.com/cgi-taf/DynaPage.taf?file=/nature/
journal/v425/n6953/full/425008a_fs.html

JAXA will be born in October

The National Space Development Agency (NASDA) is going to be reborn as the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), a new independent administrative agency on October 1, 2003, merging with the Institute of Space and Astronautical Science (ISAS) and the National Aerospace Laboratory of Japan (NAL). The preparation work for the new establishment is in the final stage.

http://www.nasda.go.jp/lib/nasda-news/2003/07/head_e.html

Japan to revamp H-2A rocket to double payload capacity

Japan's Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) have agreed to double the payload of the current version of the H-IIA rocket from two to four tons. The upgraded rocket should be available by 2007. To lift off the heavier rocket, the number of main engines will be doubled from one to two. Mitsubishi Heavy Industries will be responsible for the design and production of the rocket. The main reason for the 168 million U.S. dollar - project is to carry cargoes to the International Space Station (ISS). Furthermore, by increasing the H-IIA's payload, Japan expects to become competitive in launching commercial communication satellites of up to four tons to geostationary orbits.

VDI-Trend Letter 36/2003

http://www.spacedaily.com/2003/030814042409.xb1mx3sw.html

Indien

India launches plan for mission to map the Moon

India has announced that it will send an unmanned satellite to the Moon by 2008 — but observers are divided over the wisdom of the US$100-million project. The missi-
on, called Chandrayan-1, was first mooted by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in 1999. It will put a 525-kilogram satellite in polar orbit 100 kilometres above the Moon's surface. Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee gave the mission the go-ahead during his Independence Day address to the nation on 15 August.

The ISRO claims that the project has the overwhelming support of India's scientific community. Jayant Narlikar, former director of the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics at Pune, says that it offers an important "intellectual challenge" to the country and will result in technological spin-offs that will benefit society. But not everyone agrees. Roddam Narasimha, director of the National Institute of Advanced Studies in Bangalore, says that India would be better off doing lunar exploration as part of an international collaboration. He thinks that India should concentrate its attention on what is happening on Earth.

http://www.nature.com/cgi-taf/DynaPage.taf?file=/nature/
journal/v424/n6952/full/424985b_fs.html
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