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Berichterstattung zu strategischen Entwicklungen auf den Politikfeldern des BMBF in führenden Industrieländern

Frankreich

Deutsch-französisches Forum: "Auf dem Weg zu einer globalen Bioethik?"

Das Auswärtige Amt organisierte gemeinsam mit dem französischen Außenministerium und den nationalen Ethikräten beider Staaten am 3. und 4. Juni in Berlin den interkulturellen Politikdialog "Auf dem Weg zu einer globalen Bioethik?" 

Das Forum befasste sich mit folgenden Themen:

· Stand der biomedizinischen Forschung und jüngste Entwicklungen in ausgewählten Ländern

· Stammzell- und Embryonenforschung, gesellschaftliche Werte und interkulturelle Standards

· Stammzell- und Embryonenforschung, internationaler Wettbewerb und globalisierte Märkte 

· Förderung der internationalen Zusammenarbeit im Bereich der Stammzellforschung und

· Ziele und Visionen für die internationale Zusammenarbeit in der Stammzellforschung und Bioethik

Die Teilnehmer des Forums, mit Experten aus Mexiko, den USA, China, Südkorea, den Philippinen, Indien, Japan, Brasilien, Pakistan, Estland, Australien, Südafrika, Island, Deutschland und Frankreich sowie von internationalen Organisationen vertreten waren, haben zum Abschluss ihres zweitägigen Dialogs eine gemeinsame Erklärung zur Bioethik verabschiedet.

http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/www/de/aussenpolitik/
ausgabe_archiv?archiv_id=3246&type_id=2&bereich_id=11

Ausschreibung für Hochschulen: Förderung binationaler Studiengänge

Deutsche und französische Hochschulen, die in ihrem Studienangebot einen deutsch-französischen Studiengang anbieten, können bei der Deutsch Französischen Hochschule (DFH) einen Antrag auf finanzielle Förderung stellen. In die Förderung aufgenommen werden deutsch-französische Studiengänge mit einem hohen Integrationsgrad, die zu zwei nationalen Abschlussdiplomen führen. Studienleistungen und Studiendauer sind gleichgewichtig auf die Hochschulen zu verteilen, wobei sich im Regelfall der Studienaufenthalt im Partnerland auf mindestens 3 Semester beläuft. 

Die finanzielle Förderung seitens der DFH erstreckt sich auf Infrastrukturkosten wie Tutoren- und Hilfskraftstunden oder Lehraufträge sowie fachspezifische Sprachförderung. Daneben gewährt die DFH Mobilitätsbeihilfen für die Studierenden, die sich in der Auslandsphase des binationalen Studiums befinden. 

http://www.dfh-ufa.org 

Großbritannien

DTI publication on manufacturing strategy 

The recently published document sets out the governments' manufacturing strategy. It presents measures and intended targets for the Manufacturing Advisory Service; and for the next phase of the Industry Forum and Partnership fund work. Government views manufacturing success as being critical to the prosperity of Britain, both currently and in the future. Manufacturing companies make up a fifth of our economy and employ about four million people and many more indirectly. The sector supports well-paid jobs across all of the UK's regions. 

Although the experience of many UK manufacturers has been difficult recently, the potential for the sector in the medium and long-term is strong. The potential will be realised provided companies are able to turn to their advantage the twin challenges of technological change and the increasing openness of world markets. This document helps to set out what needs to considered in order to meet these challenges as well as highlighting, usefully, the strengths and weaknesses that currently exist and that need to be addressed.

http://www.dti.gov.uk/manufacturing/strategy.htm

EU / Europa

Verabschiedung des 6. Forschungsrahmenprogrammes

Das 6. Forschungsrahmenprogramm wurde am 3.6.02 vom Rat angenommen. Das Gesamtbudget für den Zeitraum 2002-2006 beträgt 17,5 Mrd. € (davon 16,270 Mrd € für den Gemeinschaftsanteil sowie 1,230 Mrd € für das Programm EURATOM). 

Kowi

UNICE declares support for Busquin's three per cent R&D spending target

The Union of Industrial and Employers' Confederations of Europe (UNICE) has supported Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin's call for an increase in research expenditure in the Member States. It was agreed at the Barcelona Council to increase European R&D spending to approach three per cent of GDP by 2010. Areas which need to be addressed in order to make Europe more attractive for investors will be outlined in the communication. They include improved interaction between industry, government and academia within the European research area (ERA), public support initiatives for business R&D investment and issues facing European companies such as availability and quality of human resources, financial and fiscal conditions, intellectual property systems and regulatory barriers. 

http://www.unice.org

ESF Research Infrastructures 

The ESF Plan 2000-2006 places particular emphasis on ESF action on Research Infrastructures (RI). This new ESF Action Line has the remit to explore core issues of research infrastructures and provide advice from an independent, European, science-driven perspective, taking into account the optimal use of the human and financial resources available in Europe. 

Current or planned actions include studies on: the European fleet of research aircraft; infrastructures for biomedical research; a European humanities citation index; future development of a broadband networking in Europe; and a variety of studies being undertaken within the ESF Expert Committees and Boards.

http://www.esf.org/esf_genericpage.php?section=8&language=0&genericpage=1540

A European Research Council – the Debate

Following the proposal to establish a European Research Area (ERA), formulated by Commissioner Philippe Busquin, the debate on implementation of this vision has moved on rapidly. One idea which has been suggested is that of the creation of a European Research Council (ERC), which would provide support for high-quality, long-term, curiosity-driven research. 

In its Strategic Plan, 2002-2006, the European Science Foundation (ESF) has set itself the task of structuring and leading the debate on this key issue for the future of European science. To this end, it has appointed a High Level Expert Group, under the chairmanship of Sir Richard Sykes, Rector of Imperial College, London, to examine the pros and cons of the ERC concept and to produce a final report for publication early in 2003. At the same time, the incoming Danish EU Presidency (July to December 2002) has decided to promote a discussion meeting on the same topic on 7-8 October 2002. 

http://www.esf.org/erc

'Special push' needed to create European higher education area by 2010

If the European Higher education area is to become a reality by 2010, a 'special push' is needed in the areas of credits for lifelong learning, European Masters and quality assurance, said EU Commissioner for Education and Culture, Viviane Reding, on 31 May. 'We are still far away from a situation in which transparency, quality and recognition are common features in Europe,' said Ms Reding. 

Europe should become the most favoured destination for high level learning in the world, she said. Researchers from the European university association (EUA) are currently seeking to define a model for European Masters courses. They are addressing issues such as what 'European' is to mean in this context, what type of curriculum integration should take place, and what recognition arrangements would be implemented. The first European Masters courses could be operating in Europe as early as 2003 or 2004, said Ms Reding. 

Cordis

European competitiveness is not good enough for Lisbon target - report

The Lisbon summit's target of making Europe the most competitive knowledge-based economy by 2010 will not be met unless improvements are made in its competitive and productivity growth levels. This is one of the main conclusions of the European Commission's 2002 competitiveness report, published on 23 May. The report focuses on the specific areas of skills and education, productivity in the services sector, sustainable development in manufacturing and the relationship between competition and enterprise policy. 

Data showed that while the USA showed a rise in service sector productivity growth from 1.3 to 3.5 per cent from the first to the second half of the 1990s, most EU Member States with comparable data experienced a decline. Service productivity growth was also lower than manufacturing growth. 

http://europa.eu. int/comm/enterprise/enterprise_policy/competitiveness/index.htm

EURAB suggests more streamlined FP6 evaluation procedure

A new slant on the way that proposals for the Sixth Framework programme should be evaluated has been submitted by EURAB, the independent European research advisory board. While EURAB suggests the retention of some elements of the previous Framework programme, such as following the specific programmes with expert panels responsible for assessing calls for expressions of interest, they also called for some clear changes. Anonymity of proposals should be dropped, as the record of the proposers is a key element in evaluation. Likewise, anonymity of evaluators should also go, so as to make them more accountable. Indeed, EURAB suggests that proposers should be able to indicate that they do not want specific evaluators to evaluate their proposals. In terms of evaluation criteria, EURAB feels that high risk research which has great potential should be encouraged. It also suggests that innovation should be included as an evaluation criterion in applied research proposals. 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/eurab/index_en.html

USA

Basic nanotech defense research will offer numerous dual-use applications 

The cutting-edge nanotechnology that will help the 21st Century soldier in combat will have a wealth of applications off the battlefield as well, according to Ned Thomas, Professor of Materials Science and Engineering at MIT. Thomas will direct MIT's new Institute for Soldier Nanotechnologies - a $50 million public/private defense contract that will serve as a critical component to the Army's Objective Force Warrior program. In addition to the requirement of a central campus facility, the contract called for a public/private agreement with funds matched by an industry partner to develop practical applications for the basic, unclassified research. 

The President's FY 03 budget request includes a total nanotech research agenda of $710 million - a 17.5% increase over FY 02. Defense, with $201 million budgeted for nanotech research, is second only to the NSF, with $221 million in nanotech dollars for FY 03.

http://www.aro.army.mil/soldiernano
http://www.washingtonfax.com 

Kanada

Government of Canada Announces $361 Million in Research Funding for Canadian Professors in Science and Engineering

The Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) announced 2,914 new research grants worth almost $361 million over five years to university and college professors in 62 Canadian postsecondary institutions.

Each year thousands of professors from postsecondary institutions across Canada apply to NSERC for research and equipment grants. These funds provide the core support for research in dozens of fields such as biology, physics, geology, computer science and chemical engineering. The professors dedicate a large portion of their grant funds to training the next generation of Canadian undergraduate, postgraduate and postdoctoral researchers. 

http://www.nserc.ca/news/2002/p020524.htm
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