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Berichterstattung zu strategischen Entwicklungen auf den Politikfeldern des BMBF in führenden Industrieländern

Frankreich

Claudie Haigneré new Minister for Research and New Technologies 

At 45, Claudie Haigneré has just been appointed to the position of Minister for Research and New Technologies. Holding a Ph.D in neurosciences, she is a former physician and rheumatologist at the Hospital Cochin (Paris). She also conducted research at the CNRS laboratory of neurosensory physiology in Paris. In 1985, she was the only woman selected as a candidate astronaut by the French space agency, CNES. In 1996 she boarded for 16 days on the orbiting station Mir, at the time of the Franco-Russian mission Cassiopée. In 2001, while part of the European Astronaut Corps, she spent ten days in space aboard the international space station (ISS). 

Le Monde, June 19, Pierre Le Hir

Spanien

New strategic action in national R&D Plan posted

The Spanish government has launched a call for proposals for integrated research projects in genomics and proteomics. The aim of the measure is to promote research in genomics to increase scientific knowledge and technology transfer. The initiative consists of subsidies for research groups in public institutions so they can develop integrated research projects. The strategic action Genomics and Proteomics is part of the National Programme of Biotechnology, inside the national R&D Plan. The call for proposals was published in November 2001. The programme is managed by the General Directorate of Research.

Cordis Trend Chart

EU / Europa

Skills of women scientists being wasted, says Commission report

The skills and knowledge of Europe's women scientists are being wasted as a result of gender discrimination, according to a report published by the European Commission on 5 June. 'National policies on women and science in Europe,' prepared by a team of national representatives known as the Helsinki Group on Women and Science, examined statistical data from 30 European countries. It finds that although women constitute a majority of science undergraduates in Europe overall, the nearer the top of the academic hierarchy, the lower the proportion of women. Many Member States and associated countries have taken action to redress the gender imbalance in science, from support for local initiatives to the systematic integration of gender equality into all policies and programmes. 

http://www.cordis.lu/improving/women/helsinki.htm

Parliament approves reports on ERA

The European Parliament approved reports on strengthening and structuring the European research area (ERA) at its plenary session in Strasbourg on 12 June. In approving the report ‚Strengthening of the European research area‘ prepared by MEP Wim van Velzen, Parliament highlighted specific amendments on each of the next Framework programme's priorities. 

On the report concerning the strengthening of the European research area, prepared by MEP Myrsini Zorba, Parliament highlighted five specific non-binding amendments. Firstly, inter and multidisciplinarity should be promoted through concrete actions. Secondly, synergies should be established between the ERA and the proposed European higher education area. Thirdly, a mechanism needs to be established which allows DG Research to monitor and optimise research mobility. Fourthly, the programme needs to ensure that a positive attitude towards research is created among teachers and journalists. Finally, military research should be excluded from Community funding. 

http://www.europarl.eu.int 

Strategic rail research agenda sets goal to double rail market share by 2020

The European rail research advisory council (ERRAC) has announced a strategic rail research agenda for 2020, which recommends using innovative technology to double the rail freight and passenger market share and to treble rail freight and passenger traffic volume. Entitled 'A turning point for European rail research', the research agenda foresees four areas of action: increasing the capacity of railways, making railways more competitive vis-à-vis other modes of transport, improving railways' environmental and safety records and encouraging the transfer of know-how from other sectors. Critical technologies need to be developed in the areas of railway interoperability, intelligent mobility, safety and security, environment, materials and production methods. 

http://www.unife.org/workgroups/errac_1.asp

USA

House Goes on Record: Double the NSF Budget

Representatives had voted 397 to 25 to pass an authorization bill that would put the National Science Foundation on track for a doubling of its budget within five years. The legislation authorizes 15% increases in the foundation's budget in FY 2003, FY 2004, and FY 2005. This rate, if continued for two additional years, would double the foundation's current $4.8 billion budget in five years.

The Bush Administration requested what amounts to a 3% increase for NSF next year after accounting for program transfers. During recent hearings House and Senate appropriators spoke of their disappointment about the request, and said they would work to increase the foundation's budget. Doubling science budgets has long been advocated, but has been only partially successful. The NIH will see a doubling of their budget with the upcoming FY 2003 appropriation. Bills that would authorize doubling of most S&T spending have been passed by the Senate but were never considered by the House. 

http://www.aip.org/gov

Update on Evaluation of R&D Programs

Last fall the Administration announced its intention to develop evaluation investment criteria for applied and basic research. The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and the Department of Energy made initial efforts to apply an evaluation methodology to Solar and Renewable Energy, Nuclear Energy, Clean Coal, Fossil Energy, and Energy Conservation programs. While the implementation of these evaluation criteria for the FY 2003 budget request was more difficult than first envisioned, the Administration and Congress are moving ahead on the application of evaluation criteria to federal R&D programs.

The most recent evidence of the Administration's determination is a May 29 announcement in the Federal Register of the formation of a Performance Measurement Advisory Council. OMB will establish a six-member panel of experts in performance measurement. Council members will draw upon their expertise in creating, implementing and evaluating performance measurement standards and will make recommendations regarding the types of measures and benchmarking systems that departments and agencies can employ most effectively to track program performance. 

http://www.aip.org/gov

Looking Ahead to FY 2004: White House Memorandum

Budget-forecasting often involves looking for clues in the pronouncements of key Members of Congress or senior Administration officials. Occasionally a document becomes available that makes the outlook clearer. A May 30 White House memorandum from Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) Director John Marburger and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Director Mitchell Daniels entitled "FY 2004 Interagency Research and Development Priorities."

The six interagency R&D budget priorities listed in this memo are:

· Homeland Security and Antiterrorism R&D

· Networking and Information Technology R&D

· National Nanotechnology Initiative

· Molecular-level Understanding of Life Processes

· Climate Change Science and Technology

· Education Research 

The memo provides considerable detail about three tests, that R&D managers should apply to their programs:

· Relevance: R&D programs must be able to articulate why this investment is important, relevant, and appropriate. 

· Quality: R&D programs must justify how funds will be allocated to ensure quality R&D. 

· Performance: R&D programs must have the plans and management processes in place to monitor and document how well this investment is performing. 

http://www.ostp.gov/html/ombguidmemo.pdf

Kanada

SMEs to Play Bigger R&D Role

Innovative small firms, suppliers, and spin-offs are likely to become an increasingly important feature of Canadian industrial research and development (R&D), particularly in the telecommunications sector and are expected to mean a "big lift" for organizations like the National Research Council, says Dr. Robert Crawhall. Dr. Crawhall, President of the National Capital Institute of Technology (NCIT), made this prediction at the May 29, 2002 meeting on „The Future of the Telecommunications Industry“, staged by the Ottawa Centre for Research and Innovation (OCRI) and other partners. 

Dr. Crawhall believes that this R&D shift translates into an increased need for NRC, which not only supports small innovative firms through NRC's IRAP and information services, but also helps startups which need the big laboratories, manufacturing facilities, and research staff in public institutions to develop their new technologies. 

Citing NRC's proposed Canadian Photonics Fabrication Centre as a good example of the new model for promoting industrial research, Dr. Crawhall has said previously that the facility will allow innovative ideas in the rapidly growing field of photonics from research groups and small companies to be brought closer to volume manufacturing before major investment is required.

http://www.nrc.ca/irap/newsevent.html

Japan

Standortbewerbungen aus Japan, Spanien und Frankreich für ITER

Nachdem für den geplanten Internationalen Fusionsexperimentalreaktor ITER bereits ein Standortangebot aus Kanada vorliegt, hat nun auch Japan ein offizielles Angebot unterbreitet: Ende Mai 2002 legte der japanische Rat für Wissenschafts- und Technologiepolitik unter Vorsitz von Premierminister Koizumi die Stadt Rokkasho im Norden der japanischen Hauptinsel Honshu als Standortvorschlag Japans fest. 

Als Vorschlag für ein europäisches Standortangebot hat am 17. April die spanische Forschungsministerin Anna Birulés in einem Brief an den Europäischen Forschungskommissar Phillipe Busquin den Standort Vandellòs in der Nähe von Barcelona für den ITER-Bau angeboten. Frankreich hatte bereits im vergangenen Jahr Interesse bekundet, das südfranzösische Cadarache als Standort anzubieten, und unterstrich dies in einem Schreiben an Forschungskommissar Busquin Anfang Mai 2002.

Die baureifen Pläne für ITER inklusive einer Abschätzung der Investitionskosten (rund vier Milliarden Euro) wurden im Juli 2001 fertiggestellt; wesentliche Komponenten der Anlage sind bereits als Prototypen gebaut und getestet. Bei einer Fusionsleistung von 500 Megawatt soll die Anlage erstmals ein brennendes und energielieferndes Plasma erzeugen.

http://www.ipp.mpg.de 

Russland/Osteuropa

New Database about Russia, the Baltics and Poland

SITRA, the Finnish National Fund for Research and Development, has launched a new database. Its purpose is to serve as a forum for information about Russia, the Baltic countries and Poland. It is designed to help the media, business, politicians and administrators, organisations and the academic world.

The database contains among, other things, basic information and deeper analyses of the different countries’ micro and macro economies, and their political and administrative organisation. It also contains a comprehensive list of links to legal bodies, social organisations, authorities, and research institutions. The database also has a broad collection of thematic maps. 

http://www.balticdata.info
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