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Berichterstattung zu strategischen Entwicklungen auf den Politikfeldern des BMBF in führenden Industrieländern

In eigener Sache

Der ITB Info-Service ist ab sofort verfügbar auf der neuen Internet-Plattform „internationale-kooperation.de“. Das Abonnement der bisherigen Bezieher des Info-Service wurde von uns auf „internationale-kooperation.de“ umgestellt. 

„internationale-kooperation.de“ ist der Wegweiser für die internationale Zusammenarbeit in Forschung und Bildung. Die Plattform bietet Länderinformationen, News, Termine, Experten sowie Abkommen über Forschung und Bildung. 

Sie finden den ITB Info-Service sowohl unter „News“ als auch im „Archiv“. 

Finnland

Vorbildlicher finnischer Innovationscluster analysiert seine Arbeit

Der Region Otaniemi, die zum Großraum Helsinki gehört, ist im Jahr 2000 von der Zeitschrift "Business Week" der "Award of Excellence for Innovative Regions" der Top 10 der "stärksten Regionen" weltweit verliehen worden. Der Innovationsnetz-Cluster in Otaniemi bietet die Unterstützung aller wichtigen Stellen, um ein Unternehmen in innovativer Weise aufzubauen. "InnoTULI" ist ein an diesem Prozess beteiligter Dienst. Er wertet jedes Jahr rund 100 unter Umständen wirtschaftlich tragfähige Forschungsergebnisse aus. Der Dienst "Spinno" wirkt unterstützend bei der Gründung neuer, innovativer Hightech-Unternehmen, von denen es durchschnittlich 50 pro Jahr gibt.

http://www.otech.fi/

Italien

Guidelines for the Government S&T policy (2003-2006) 

With the approval of the S&T policy guidelines the Government has defined a new strategy to strengthen research in Italy. The guidelines are the basis of the National Research Plan 2003-2006 and have been defined afterwards a wide consultation and concertation among all actors of the Italian research system.

Strategic choices derive from a deep analysis of the Italian research system and from a punctual identification of its strengths and weakness, as well as from the evaluation of the opportunities for research in the international scenario. Among the weaknesses there is the general underdimension of the national scientific system with respect to the needs and potentiality of an economically developed Country, as well as the scarce information provided to the public opinion on the importance of re-
search as leading element for the socio-economic development. At the same time the Italian research system excellence in some fields is aknowledged at world level, leading to successes both in traditional sectors and in those with medium-high technological content i.e. instrumental mechanics, robotics, microelectronics, optoelectronics and biomedical technologies. 

The guidelines identify four strategic lines, which will be complemented by horizontal activities:

1. Advancing of the knowledge frontiers, with the aim to train the new human capital necessary to support the development of the national scientific system and to carry out fundamental research activities. 

2. Supporting research for the development of key multisectorial enabling technologies, through "mission oriented" priority programmes.

3. Strengthening of industrial research and technological development activities, in order to increase the capacity of enterprises of transforming knowledge and technologies into products, processes, and services with higher added value. 

4. Promoting SMEs capacity in innovating products and processes and creation of systemic aggregations at territorial level. The expected results are: State/Regions agreements in technologically advanced fields; development of actions in productive sectors of specific regional interest through the collaboration among universities, public research bodies, SMEs; development of a new entrepreneurship in high-tech sectors. 

5. A fifth horizontal area is represented by the strengthening of the large infrastructure network for basic, basic-oriented and applied research, and by fostering of research activities. 

The Government, through the implementation of the guidelines, aims to increase the public investments in research from the present 0,6% to 1% of GDP. This increased public expenditure will automatically determine, through the co-financing mechanism, a global public/private investment of about 23.625 million Euros, which do not include further investments made independently by industries.

http://www.cordis.lu/italy/inov_2.htm

Großbritannien

Empfehlungen der britischen Humangenetik-Kommission zum Umgang mit Gendaten

Die Ende 1999 eingesetzte britische Humangenetik-Kommission (Human Genetics Commission - HGC) hat Empfehlungen zum Umgang mit personenbezogenen Gendaten vorgelegt. Der Bericht "Inside Information - Balancing the interests in the use of personal genetic data" basiert auf einer im Herbst 2000 begonnenen Konsultation zum Umgang mit genetischen Informationen. Ferner berücksichtigt der Bericht die Ergebnisse einer im März 2001 durchgeführten Bevölkerungsumfrage zu den Einstellungen bezüglich Erhebung, Speicherung und Verwendung von Gendaten. 

http://www.hgc.gov.uk/insideinformation/index.htm 
Britische Notizen Forschung und Technologie 26/2002

EU / Europa

European Focus on Biotechnology in China 

The European Commission has signed a contract with the European Focus on Biotechnology in China (EFBIC), which gives EFBIC the formal green light to commence planned activities. EFBIC’s purpose is to establish strategic relations in biotechnology between high-level decision makers in Europe and China and facilitate collaborations in research, training and innovation between European and Chinese scientists in general and in particular under the 6th Framework Programme (FP6) of the European Commission. Apart from having gained acceptance of the contract, a scientific management board has been established in EFBIC. The board consists of 10 members, 5 from Europe and 5 from China. 

http://www.efbweb.org/activities/efbic.doc 

Endgültiger Beschluss über RP6 liegt vor

Der Beschluss, der am 27. Juni verabschiedet wurde, ist bei Cordis abrufbar. Das Dokument mit dem Titel "Beschluss des Europäischen Parlaments und des Rates über das Sechste Rahmenprogramm der Europäischen Gemeinschaft im Bereich der Forschung, technologischen Entwicklung und Demonstration als Beitrag zur Verwirklichung des Europäischen Forschungsraumes und zur Innovation (2002-2006)", umfasst 86 Seiten, davon 76 Seiten Anhänge. Ein Parlamentspapier vergleicht RP5 und RP6.

1. http://www.cordis.lu/rtd2002

2. http://dbs.cordis.lu/cordis-cgi/srchidadb?ACTION=D&

SESSION=109882002-7-12&DOC=9&TBL=DE_NEWS&
RCN=EN_RCN_ID:18654&CALLER=EI_DE_NEWS
3. http://register.consilium.eu.int/pdf/de/02/st03/03635d2.pdf

First European report on indicators of lifelong learning 

Between seven and 32 per cent of 15 year olds in 35 European countries do not have a degree of scientific literacy necessary for productive lifelong learning in the field of science. The first European report on indicators of lifelong learning was compiled by the Working group on quality indicators of lifelong learning. The group comprises of representatives from 35 countries, the Organisation for economic cooperation and development (OECD), the United Nations educational, scientific and cultural organisation (UNESCO) and the European Commission. It examines the quality of lifelong learning in four central areas, and concludes that Europe is not performing adequately in the first of these areas: 

· 
skills, competencies and attitudes; 

· access and participation; 

· resources for lifelong learning; 

· strategies and systems. 

The report shows that not all countries are well positioned for successful lifelong learning involving the whole population. In 2001, Greece invested 3.52 per cent of GDP in education, while Sweden invested 8. 33 per cent. The EU average meanwhile amounts to 5.03 per cent.

http://dbs.cordis.lu/cordis-cgi/srchidadb?ACTION=D&
SESSION=229202002-7-18&RCN=EN_RCN_ID:18625 

Commission launches public consultation on need for tissue-engineered products legislation

The European Commission has launched a public consultation on the need for a Community legal framework on human tissue-engineered products. The Commission sets out a number of reasons why tissue engineering and tissue-engineered products could be covered by a Community legal framework: 

· The high complexity, variability and permanent evolution of living cells and tissues along with the complexity of their processing means that risk evaluation is a difficult process. 

· Member States have begun implementing polices at a national level. As these policies differ between Member States, patients' access to tissue-engineered products may not be guaranteed throughout the Community. 

· From an industrial point of view, the Community needs to provide tissue engineering companies with a transparent legal framework in order to create the legal certainty needed to protect their investments and activities.

http://europa.eu. int/comm/enterprise/medical_devices/doctissue02072002.pdf 

International Space Station (ISS) visible on Sky

Everyone knows about the International Space Station, but how many have seen it cross the night sky? Probably very few, although the ISS is a visible object in the heavens thanks to a low orbit (200 miles high) and large solar wings. To remedy this, the European Space Agency has developed a web site which will tell anyone who types in their address if and when the ISS is visible for that location.

http://esa.heavens-above.com/esa/iss_step1.asp 

USA

OSTP Report: Neutron Scattering Demand Exceeds Supply

The "Report on the Status and Needs of Major Neutron Scattering Facilities and Instruments in the United States" was released in June by an OSTP Interagency Working Group on Neutron Science. It provides a comprehensive assessment of the major neutron sources in the U.S., including the Spallation Neutron Source (SNS) under construction at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and offers recommendations "on how to maximize the impact and effectiveness" of these facilities. 

Among its findings, the report notes that "the neutron scattering infrastructure in the United States has suffered several major setbacks" in recent years. It also finds that "the completion of the SNS construction project will still leave the majority of potential beamlines undeveloped and thus the full SNS capability under-utilized." The Interagency Working Group recommends a series of actions to improve coordination between participating agencies, facility managers, and user organizations in order to maximize the overall effectiveness of the nation's neutron resources.

http://www.ostp.gov/html/NeutronIWGReport.pdf.

Kanada

G8 Report Released on Bridging Global Digital Divide

The G8 Digital Opportunities Task (DOT) Force released a report that outlines how governments, businesses and civil society can work together to advance human development and reduce poverty through the use of information and communications technologies. The DOT Force report follows up on the 2001 Genoa Plan of Action, which called for a concerted plan to narrow the technological gap between developed and developing nations. 

The DOT Force has developed a series of initiatives aimed at forming the key building blocks of the information society for developing countries. For example, the DOT Force has designed a network that will link together national governments, private sector bodies and international organizations to provide developing countries with access to expertise on the laws, policies and regulatory frameworks necessary for e-development. 

http://www.dotforce.org 
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