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Berichterstattung zu strategischen Entwicklungen auf den Politikfeldern des BMBF in führenden Industrieländern 

Großbritannien

Cross-Cutting Review of Science and Research

On 25 June 2001, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Andrew Smith, announced seven initial cross-cutting reviews to contribute to the Spending Review 2002. The Science and Research cross-cutting review included a review of funding of the UK science base, and the effectiveness of departments' own science and research programmes to ensure that they deliver maximum long term benefits to the economy and quality of life.

The full terms of reference were: 

To consider how to maximise the benefits provided by public spending on science and research to the UK's economy and quality of life. In particular:

· Science funding by OST/DTI and DfES

· Civil research commissioned by government departments

The Review reported to ministers in March 2002 and was used, with the Roberts Review, as key input to the 2002 Spending review and to the Government's science strategy Investing in Innovation: A strategy for science, engineering and technology, published July 2002.

http://www.ost.gov.uk/policy/advice/crosscut.htm

UK bildet Schlusslicht bei der Nutzung erneuerbarer Energiequellen

Der britische Energieminister Brian Wilson hat eingeräumt, dass Großbritannien trotz entsprechender Investitionen in Höhe von 19 Millionen Pfund (30,16 Millionen Euro) in Forschung und Entwicklung bei der Nutzung erneuerbarer Energiequellen hinter seinen europäischen Nachbarn zurückbleibt. Die EU-Länder erzeugen durchschnittlich 14 Prozent ihres Stroms aus erneuerbaren Energiequellen, während es in Großbritannien nur 2,6 Prozent sind. In Spanien werden 17 Prozent des Stroms aus erneuerbaren Energiequellen erzeugt und man geht davon aus, dass diese Zahl bis zum Jahr 2010 auf 24 Prozent gestiegen sein wird. 

http://dbs.cordis.lu/cgi-bin/srchidadb?CALLER=NHP_DE_
NEWS&ACTION=D&SESSION=&RCN=EN_RCN_ID:19129&TBL=DE_NEWS

Schweden

The Swedish Research System

Sweden is among world leaders when it comes to research and development investments in relation to GDP. Sweden invests more than 3% of its GDP in R&D. Three quarters of this is primarily self-financed industrial research, with just under a quarter being university-based. Public R&D funding takes the form of allocations either directly to universities and colleges 


or through research councils and mission-oriented bodies. In addition, the Riksdag (Swedish Parliament) has created a number of research foundations which presently finance research totalling more than SEK 1,500 million per year. Overall responsibility for the coordination of research policy at Government Offices rests with the Minister of Education and Science. 

Sweden has very few research institutes in international comparison. Most publicly funded research is instead carried out in universities and colleges, a situation which distinguishes Sweden from other countries. Swedish research councils mainly support basic research, whereas the mission-oriented bodies finance research and development intended to meet our needs for new knowledge in specific sectors of industry and society. Altogether, there are some thirty mission-oriented bodies of varying sizes with R&D funding resources. County councils and municipalities also finance research, primarily in the care services. In addition to these public institutions, various private funds and foundations support research in Sweden, some of them making important contributions to research in their specific areas.

In today’s Sweden, there are 14 research universities, as well as some 40 university colleges which in varying degrees are involved in research. Of the 300,000 students currently enrolled in Swedish tertiary education, 18,000 are in postgraduate education and 30,000 work as teachers and researchers.

http://www.cordis.lu/sweden/rd.htm

EU / Europa

Neue Studien untersuchen zukünftige Technologien für Forschungs- und Bildungsnetzwerke

Ein von der Europäischen Kommission gefördertes Projektkonsortium führt eine Studie (SERENATE) über die Vernetzung der europäischen Forschung und Bildung durch, die in den Bereich eEurope fällt.

Die Initiative untersucht strategische Aspekte "superschneller" Forschungsnetzwerk-Technologien in 14 verknüpften Arbeitsthemen, wobei zu jedem Thema ein öffentlicher Bericht angefertigt wird. Mit Hilfe derartiger Netzwerke besteht für Bildungs- und Forschungseinrichtungen die Möglichkeit eines Austauschs von Daten und Zugriff auf verstreute Daten bei hohen Geschwindigkeiten an der Spitze der technologischen Entwicklung. Mitglieder des Konsortiums sind unter anderem die Academia Europaea und die Europäische Wissenschaftsstiftung. 

http://www.serenate.org

Offizieller RP6-Dienst bei CORDIS gestartet

CORDIS stellt einen neuen Dienst zur Begleitung des Sechsten Rahmenprogramms (RP6) 2002-2006 bereit. Der Dienst bietet umfassende und aktuelle Informationen über die Struktur, das Budget und den Inhalt aller RP6-Aktivitätsbereiche sowie Einblicke in traditionelle und neue Instrumente. Dieser Ansatz wird durch ein Glossar vervollständigt, das mit der Kommissionsterminologie vertraut machen soll. Außerdem enthält der Dienst Links zu relevanten Nachrichten und Schlüsselveranstaltungen. Der Dienst wird alle Aufrufe zur Einreichung von Vorschlägen anzeigen, die ab dem 17. Dezember 2002 veröffentlicht werden. Potenzielle Teilnehmer werden Zugang zu einem Dienst "Aufrufe" (der alle relevanten Dokumente zur Verfügung stellt), einer Übersicht über potenzielle Partner und einem Link zu dem System für die elektronische Vorschlagsvorbereitung und -einreichung (Electronic Proposal Preparation and Submission System, EPSS) haben. 

http://www.cordis.lu/fp6

USA

Report Charts Falling Physical Sciences Funding

Two months ago the Presidents Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) met via a conference call to discuss a draft letter to President Bush recommending substantial increases in federal research funding for physical sciences and some engineering fields. That letter still has not been released, but the analysis "Federal Investment in R&D", prepared for PCAST by the RAND Science and Technology Policy Institute and the AAAS, on which it was based, is now available.

The analysis does not make policy recommendations, but rather is a distillation of statistics from sources such as the National Science Foundation and AAAS. Selections from this analysis, dated July 2002, follow:

"Total federal R&D would be at an all-time high in inflation-adjusted terms in fiscal year (FY) 2003 if President Bush's proposals are approved."

"...federal R&D as a percentage of GDP has shrunk steadily to less than 0.7 percent of GDP in 2000, bringing the federal investment down to levels not seen since the early 1950s. Although recent budget increases for federal R&D in FY 2001 and 2002 are significant, they would not materially alter these long-term trends."

"Some fields continued to experience increases in federal funding between 1993 and 2000, such as biology (up 97 percent), computer sciences (up 77 percent), and mathematics (up 31 percent). Some fields continued to have less funding in 2000 than in 1993, including physics (down 20 percent), the geological sciences (down 30 percent), chemical engineering (down 30 percent), electrical engineering (down 26 percent), and mechanical engineering (down 46 percent). In contrast astronomy, 


which had less funding in 1999 than in 1993, had 13 percent more funding in 2000 than 1993."

"DOE is the largest funder of research in the physical sciences, and is the primary supporter of research in physics and chemistry. However, since FY 1993, funding of the physical sciences by DOE has decreased by 20 percent. NASA is the primary supporter of research in astronomy and also funds some research in physics. NASA's funding of the physical sciences increased from the early 1980s through the early 1990s, and then leveled off through FY 1999, increasing slightly in FY 2000. Funding of the physical sciences, especially chemistry and physics, by DOD has steadily declined since FY 1983, dropping almost three-fold by FY 2000."

"There were fewer graduate students in the physical sciences in 2000 than in 1993 - 21 percent fewer in physics and 9 percent fewer in chemistry. The mathematical sciences had 19 percent fewer graduate students, and the earth, atmospheric and ocean sciences had 7 percent fewer graduate students."

http://www.rand.org/publications/MR/MR1639.0/

Fellowship Enables Scientists to Work in State Department

The AIP State Department Science Fellowship Program continues in 2003-4. With this Fellowship program, at least one scientist is selected annually to spend a year working in a bureau or office of the State Department, contributing scientific knowledge and expertise to the formulation of the nation's foreign policy. The 2003-4 Fellow will work with the State Department to arrange an assignment.

Current and former AIP State Department Science Fellows have contributed to the work of the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, and the Office of Science and Technology Cooperation. Their portfolios have included topics as varied as emerging S&T issues, European and Russian science policy, the World Summit on Sustainable Development, and critical infrastructure protection.

http://www.aip.org/mgr/sdf.html

Japan

Internationalization Strategy of Science and Technology Activities 

The Internationalization Promotion Committee of the Council for Science and Technology of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) hast published an interim report on the internationalization strategy of science and technology activities. The report consists of two major parts:

1. Basic Approach

To realize the concept of the Second-term Science and Technology Basic Plan, Japan should take a strategic initiative in international scientific collaboration and exchange:

· Strategic Promotion of International Collaboration in Cutting-Edge Research. 

· Strong Initiatives to Solve Problems on a Global Scale

· Building Research Partnerships with Asian Countries

· Strengthening Research Platform for International Exchange and Collaboration

2. Measures to be Adopted Without Delay

· Securing Policy Measures for Implementation of Collaboration for Priority Issues, Based on Inter-Governmental Agreements

· Building Multilateral Networks for Cutting-Edge Research 

· Promoting International Exchange of Researchers

· Promoting the Internationalization of Domestic Research Environment

· Reinforcement of Ability to be a Source of Information

http://www.mext.go.jp/english/news/2002/06/021001.htm

New State Minister for Science and Technology

Koji Omi, the minister for science and technology, ended a 17-month term that had been dominated by his plans for industry-university collaborations. Some initiatives ruffled the feathers of researchers, who felt that Omi placed too much emphasis on research commercialization. Hes has been replaced by Hiroyuki Hosada, from the economics ministry.

http://www.nature.com/cgi-taf/DynaPage.taf?file=/nature/
journal/v419/n6907/full/419550a_fs.html
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