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Berichterstattung zu strategischen Entwicklungen auf den Politikfeldern des BMBF in führenden Industrieländern 

Frankreich

Chirac fordert internationale Bioethik-Konvention 

In dem Bestreben, die Forschung auf dem Gebiet des Klonens von Menschen anzugehen, hat der französische Präsident Jacques Chirac eine internationale Konvention über Bioethik gefordert. In einer Rede vor dem nationalen französischen Ethikkomitee am 23. Februar in Paris betonte Präsident Chirac, es sei dringend erforderlich, Maßnahmen gegen "unseriöse" Forschungsaktivitäten wie diejenigen zu ergreifen, die das Unternehmen Clonaid im Auftrag der Sekte der Raelier durchgeführt haben soll. 

Der Präsident betonte zwar den Wert der wissenschaftlichen Forschung, um Leiden, Krankheiten und Behinderungen drastisch einzuschränken, hob jedoch auch hervor, dass die jüngsten Entwicklungen die menschliche Würde erheblich bedrohen könnten. 

http://dbs.cordis.lu/cordis-cgi/srchidadb?ACTION=D&​SESSION=&DOC=25&TBL=DE_NEWS&RCN=EN_RCN_ID:19768&CALLER=EI_DE_NEWS

EU / Europa

Agreement reached on Community patent

The EU Competitiveness Council reached agreement on the creation of a Community patent on 3 March, following a compromise from the Greek Presidency. Discussions on a Community patent have been underway since 1975. According to the agreement, patent applicants must submit documents in one of the three official languages of the European Patent Office (EPO), these being English, French and German. An application can, however be filed in a non-EPO language if accompanied by a translation. The cost of the translation will then be borne by the system. Once a patent has been granted, the recipient will be responsible for filing a translation in all official Community languages. 

The EPO will retain a central role in the administration of Community patents, assuming sole responsibility for the examination of applications and the granting of Community patents. The role of national patent offices will be to advise potential applicants, forward applications to the EPO, disseminate patent information and offer advice to small and medium sized enterprises. 

The European Court of Justice shall have exclusive jurisdiction in actions and claims of invalidity or infringement proceedings as well as proceedings relating to the use of the patent and counterclaims for invalidity. The litigation of Community patents shall take place before the Community Patent Court (CPC), which will be established by 2010 at the latest. 

http://ue.eu.int/pressData/en/intm/74752.pdf

Competitiveness Council calls for action plan on 3 per cent target

Seeking guidance on how to increase research spending to achieve the 3 per cent of GDP target by 2010, ministers at the Competitiveness Council on 3 March invited the Commission to present an action plan on the issue before their next meeting. The action plan should comprise both policies and incentives corresponding to individual Member States' structural characteristics, and should be aimed at encouraging the private sector to invest more in research and development (R&D), agreed the Council. 

http://ue.eu.int/pressData/en/intm/74752.pdf

Förderung des Technologietransfers in Entwicklungsländer

Ausländische Direktinvestitionen sind der Schlüssel zu mehr Technologietransfer von der ersten in die dritte Welt, heißt es in einer Mitteilung der Europäischen Gemeinschaften und der Mitgliedstaaten an den Rat für handelsbezogene Aspekte der Rechte an geistigem Eigentum (TRIPs). Das Papier untersucht, was sowohl die Eigentümer von Technologie als auch die potenziellen Nutznießer eines Transfers für eine Vereinfachung des Prozesses tun können. Ein wichtiges Kriterium, das den Technologietransfer beeinflusst, ist die Aufnahmefähigkeit der Entwicklungsländer.

http://europa.eu.int/comm/trade/miti/intell/contrib130203.pdf

Kommission unterstützt die Einrichtung eines gesamteuropäischen Technologietransfernetzes

ProTon Europe (Public Research Organisations Transfer Office Network) wird im Rahmen der von der Kommission finanzierten Initiative Gate2Growth gefördert und soll ein Forum für den Austausch vorbildlicher Verfahren im Technologietransfer darstellen. An der Eröffnungsveranstaltung in Brüssel nahmen die ersten 42 Mitglieder des Netzes teil. ProTon Europe hofft, dass sich die Mitgliederzahl auf längere Sicht ungefähr verdoppeln wird.

Jedes Mitglied gehört einer der sieben Arbeitsgruppen an, die sich mit der Erarbeitung der Kerninhalte des Netzes beschäftigen. Die Themen der Arbeitsgruppen umfassen: 

· Struktur und Leitung von Transferstellen, 

· Patentierung und geistige Eigentumsrechte, Lizenzierung, 

· Zusammenarbeit mit der Industrie, Spinoffs und Campus-Unternehmen, 

· Entwicklung von Konzepten und kontinuierliche berufliche Entwicklung.

Die Arbeitsgruppen sollen zunächst mittels eines integrierten Fragenkatalogs eine umfassende Bewertung der derzeitigen Vorgehensweisen in der Verwertung der Forschung innerhalb von Transferstellen durchführen. Anschließend sollen die Ergebnisse gesammelt und über das ProTon-Wissensmanagment-System, Seminare und Konferenzen verbreitet werden.

http://www.gate2growth.com/g2g/
G2G_TN_PatentAcademia.asp

Knowledge transfer from university to industry workshop

A workshop entitled 'knowledge transfer from university to industry' will take place in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, on 10 and 11 April. The event, which has been organised by the innovation relay centre (IRC) for innovating regions in Europe (IRE), aims to identify direct and indirect ways of knowledge transfer from universities to firms. A number of successfully implemented European university and industry cooperation schemes will be presented at the workshop with a view to demonstrating how academic knowledge can be exploited in favour of local companies. The schemes to be presented include: 

· the regional information and technological promotion system of Madrid; 

· Shannon region knowledge network, which brings together the regional development agency and four higher education institutions to strengthen innovation support; 

· FIRST scheme in Wallonia for fostering the mobility of individuals between university and companies; 

· TULI process in Finland which identifies commercially viable ideas within publicly funded research; 

· promotion of spin-offs in the Overijssel's Twente area. 

The conference will look at the critical factors lying behind the success of these regional schemes.

http://www.innovating-regions.org/network/events/​displayEvents.cfm?eve_id=142

USA

FY 2003 Federal R&D Climbs to Record High of $117 Billion

On February 20, President Bush signed the FY 2003 omnibus appropriations bill, finally bringing the FY 2003 budget process to a close four and a half months late. Within a tight fiscal environment for discretionary spending, Congress stayed within the President's proposed discretionary totals but managed to award record increases for federal spending on R&D, especially in the areas of defense, health, homeland security, and general science. 

Total federal R&D in FY 2003 hits a new record of $117.1 billion in FY 2003, a 13.8 percent or $14.2 billion increase over FY 2002 that is the largest dollar increase in history coming after a record increase last year, and the largest percentage increase in 20 years. 

http://www.aaas.org/spp/rd/caprev03.pdf

Bills Would Enhance Nanotechnology R&D

A bipartisan bill that would enhance the nation's multiagency nanotechnology research and development effort was introduced on February 13 by House Science Committee Chairman Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY) and Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA). A similar bill was introduced in January by Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR). The Bush Administration has identified nanotechnology research and development as one of its six cross-cutting federal R&D priorities for the FY 2004 fiscal year, and both bills would strengthen and improve coordination of federal R&D activities in this area.

The House and Senate bills are similar, but not identical. Both would establish a coordinated interagency nanotechnology R&D program, a National Nanotechnology Coordination Office, a federal interagency committee to plan and manage the R&D activities, and non-federal presidential advisory committee. The House bill would authorize three years of nanotechnology R&D funding for five federal agencies, at the following levels: $645 million for FY 2004; $709.5 million for FY 2005; and $781 million for FY 2006. The Senate bill provides a one-year authorization for FY 2004 only, for nine agencies, at a level of $678 million.

http://www.aip.org/enews/fyi/2003/030.html

NASA: The Shuttle and the Hubble-repair myth

For the first time, the need for a human presence in space is being questioned 
openly on Capitol Hill. But at a House Science Committee hearing, Sean O'Keefe invoked the Hubble repairs as an example of man doing what robot could not. It's a NASA myth; Hubble was designed to be serviced. But the repair missions cost more than Hubble, and no other science satellite has ever been repaired in orbit. Moreover, Hubble had to conform to a NASA decree that everything that went into space had to be launched with the shuttle. This confined Hubble to a far from optimum low-Earth orbit that took it in and out of the Earth's shadow and exposed it to the rain of space garbage from past missions. Moreover, Hubble's dimensions had to conform to the shuttle's cargo bay, and its launch was delayed for three years by the Challenger accident. 

http://www.aps.org

Europäisch-Amerikanische Konferenz zur Evaluation staatlicher Forschungsförderung

Am 15. und 16. Mai findet in Wien eine Konferenz mit dem Titel "Evaluation of Government Funded R&D Activities" statt, die sich an Forscher und politische Entscheidungsträger in ganz Europa richtet. Auf der Veranstaltung, die das "Zentrum für Europäische Wirtschaftsforschung (ZEW)" zusammen mit der österreichischen Forschungsgesellschaft "Joanneum Research" und der "Plattform Forschungs- und Technologieevaluierung" organisiert, stehen folgende Punkte auf der Tagesordung:

· Vorstellung neuester theoretischer, qualitativer und quantitativer Studien 

· Diskussion über den Beitrag, den die Wissenschaft zur Evaluation staatlicher Forschungsförderung leisten kann 

· Diskussion über amerikanische Evaluationsmethoden und Normen (SBIR, GPRA, etc.) und deren Anwendung in der europäischen Forschungspolitik.

http://www.zew.de/de/veranstaltungen/details.php?LFDNR=184

Kanada

Highlights of Budget 2003

Significant investments in health care, families, research and development, learning and Canada’s military, tax reductions to encourage saving and investment, and new measures to make government spending more accountable are the key features of the budget presented by John Manley, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance. The Government presents a balanced budget for this year - the sixth consecutive balanced budget - and for the next two fiscal years. Canada’s economy is forecast to grow by 3.2 per cent in 2003 - the highest rate of growth in the G7. 

To support research and innovation the budget will invest $1.7 billion in 2002–03 and over the next two years, including:

· a $125-million-per-year increase in funding for Canada’s three federal granting councils beginning in 2003–04; 

· investments of $500 million in the Canada Foundation for Innovation for state-of-the-art health research facilities and $75 million in Genome Canada for health genomics; 

· an additional $70 million over two years for the National Research Council of Canada to strengthen the Industrial Research Assistance Program, support astronomy and establish new regional innovation centres.

http://www.fin.gc.ca/budget03/bp/bpc5e.htm
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