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Berichterstattung zu strategischen Entwicklungen auf den Politikfeldern des BMBF in führenden Industrieländern 

Global

Globales Erdbeobachtungssystem rückt einen Schritt näher

Das Zustandekommen eines globalen zehnjährigen Programms für koordinierte Erdbeobachtung rückte näher, als Vertreter aus 47 Ländern und zwei Dutzend internationale Organisationen bei einem Treffen der Gruppe für Erdbeobachtung (GEO) in Tokio einen vorläufigen Implementierungsplan genehmigten. Das geplante Überwachungsnetz, auch bekannt als das globale Erdbeobachtungssystem der Systeme (GEOSS), soll Umweltdaten für sowohl wissenschaftliche als auch humanitäre Zwecke liefern. Industrie- wie Entwicklungsländer werden gleichermaßen Zugang zu allen von dem Netzwerk gesammelten Daten haben.

http://earthobservations.org
http://www.gmes.info
http://dbs.cordis.lu/fep-cgi/srchidadb?ACTION=
D&SESSION=&DOC=1&TBL

Frankreich

Frankreich finanziert Forschung in Indien

Nach einer Reihe von kurzfristigen gemeinschaftlichen wissenschaftlichen Forschungsinitiativen gab die französische Regierung ihre Entscheidung bekannt, eine langfristige wissenschaftliche Kooperation mit Indien aufzubauen. Als Teil der langfristigen Initiative wurden bereits gemeinsame Forschungslabors in verschiedenen Teilen Indiens eingerichtet, die Industrieforschungsprojekte mit Verbindungen zu Forschungs- und Entwicklungslabors in Indien unterstützen sollen. 

http://dbs.cordis.lu/fep-cgi/srchidadb?ACTION=
D&SESSION=&DOC=2&TBL

Großbritannien

Save British Science responds to government proposals for a ten-year science plan

Save British Science (SBS) has responded to a UK government consultation on its ten year investment programme for science and innovation by urging the government not to try to predict those areas which may be of strategic importance to the UK in the future and to avoid setting research objectives. SBS also calls on the government to support both existing areas of excellence and new potential. The SBS response is overwhelmingly positive with regard to the government's proposals, although it does highlight a number of areas which require further attention.

The government's role with regard to research should be to protect the freedom of members of the research community to pursue those ideas they believe may be most interesting, and to ensure adequate funding, states SBS. The government's role should also include developing policies to both promote and reward current excellence and to allow potential to flourish, the organisation believes.

Regarding the UK's participation in the EU's Framework Programmes for research. SBS calculates that the UK is likely to win grants totalling around 2.5 billion euro during the course of the Sixth Framework Programme (FP6), but that the research carried out will actually cost around 3.14 billion euro. 

http://www.savebritishscience.org.uk/texts/documents/
2004/SBS0406.pdf

EU / Europa

Strategie für Biowissenschaften und Biotechnologie wird nur zögerlich umgesetzt

Ein kürzlich veröffentlichter Fortschrittsbericht der Europäischen Kommission über ihre Strategie für Biowissenschaften und Biotechnologie umreißt die Initiativen, die die Kommission in den vergangenen 12 Monaten umgesetzt hat, und ruft die Mitgliedstaaten dazu auf, mehr zu tun. Bezüglich der Maßnahmen auf Ebene der Mitgliedstaaten erkennt der Bericht zwar an, dass mehrere Mitgliedstaaten Verbindungen zwischen den Hochschulen und der Industrie bzw. Gesellschaft hergestellt und dass die meisten ihre Lehrpläne im Bereich Biowissenschaften überarbeitet haben, jedoch äußert die Kommission ganz klar, dass die Mitgliedstaaten mehr tun müssen. Öffentliche und private Investitionen in die Forschung müssten dringend gesteigert werden. 

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/de/com/cnc/2004/
com2004_0250de01.pdf
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Restructured CORDIS National R&D and Innovation Services reflect EU enlargement

On 1 May 2004 the European Union welcomed ten New Member States - Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia. CORDIS reflects this historic development by bringing together research and innovation information from the 25 Member States of the enlarged EU in a new National R&D and Innovation service homepage. As a contribution towards building a true European Research Area (ERA), the CORDIS National R&D and Innovation Information Service outlines the national policies and frameworks in which research is undertaken throughout the EU and associated countries, as well as the latest news and achievements. Each national service also provides detailed information on the country's participation in projects of the EU's Framework Programmes for research, an invaluable tool in evaluating the impact of EU funding at national level.

http://www.cordis.lu/national_service
USA

States Vary Widely on Indicators of Education, Workforce, R&D Spending and High-Tech Economies

Science and Engineering (S&E) Indicators 2004, a biennial report of the National Science Board to the president, presents for the first time a state-by-state breakdown of two dozen science and technology indicators. The information is designed to assist in analyzing state trends and developing state-wide goals. The state statistics in S&E Indicators 2004 focus on secondary and higher education, the S&E workforce, research and development (R&D) spending, R&D outputs (such as doctoral degrees, patents and academic articles) and the high-tech economy.

As in past years, S&E Indicators 2004 Chapter 4 contains information on R&D expenditures by state. In 2000, the most recent year for which complete data were available, the 20 highest-ranking states continue to account for 87 percent of R&D expenditures, while the 20 lowest-ranking states account for only 4 percent. The new state indicators permit comparisons that take into account a wider range of state characteristics. These measures demonstrate that R&D expenditures do not necessarily reflect a state's ranking on other indicators, such as eighth-grade educational performance, bachelor's degrees conferred, patents awarded, federal R&D spending or share of high-tech businesses.

http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/seind04/start.htm
http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/seind04/c8/c8.cfm.

High Energy Physics Report Charts a Path Forward

A report requested by senior Department of Energy and National Science Foundation officials entitled "Quantum Universe, The Revolution in 21st-Century Particle Physics," was produced by a 17-member committee drawn from national laboratories and universities, chaired by Persis Drell of SLAC. In her presentation to the High Energy Physics Advisory Panel (HEPAP), Drell said the report is intended to convey why this is the most exciting time in particle physics research in the last fifty years. Rather than a comprehensive, highly scientific review of the field, "Quantum Universe" was written for policy makers at the Office of Management and Budget and the Department of Energy, as well as congressional staff. Not intended to prioritize projects or to attach a price tag to future research, the report is rather organized around nine interrelated questions that define the path ahead. They are devided into the three categories “Einstein's Dream of Unified Forces”, “The Particle World” and “The Birth of the Universe”.

These questions are then mapped on two charts to high energy physics facilities categorized by size (major and smaller), and include accelerators, underground laboratories, space probes, and ground-based telescopes.  The purpose of these charts, which Drell predicted would be of greatest interest to the community, is to show the relationship between the "nine key questions that define the field" and the facilities.

http://www.interactions.org/pdf/Quantum_Universe.pdf
http://www.aip.org/gov
Nation's Position as Innovation Leader at Stake, Say Industry and Academia 

The U.S. cannot take its position as a world leader of innovation and research for granted, suggest new initiatives sponsored by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Task Force on the Future of American Innovation- a group of 14 organizations associated with business and academia. A report by NSF states the U.S. must take action, pointing out that invention requires both ingenuity and a skilled workforce. Targeted for policymakers and the public, the task force's initiative is aimed at reversing a decline in federal investment in basic research in the physical sciences and engineering. The decline puts at risk the development of new technologies, new industries and high-value jobs. Decreases in basic research funding in the President's recent budget request reflect the trend, as in past Administrations.

The task force is calling on the federal government to increase funding by 10 percent to 12 percent per year over the next 5-7 years for NSF, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, the Department of Energy's Office of Science, and the Department of Defense Research Accounts. The initiative will partly rely on testimony from U.S. companies and academics with experience in basic research. The NSF report “INVENTION: Enhancing Inventiveness for Quality of Life, Competitiveness, and Sustainability” asserts that the government, business and education sectors must actively foster inventiveness to safeguard the nation’s innovative edge in an increasingly competitive global market.

http://web.mit.edu/invent/report.html

Australien

$1 Billion to Boost R&D and Business Innovation
A new $1 billion business program designed to stimulate greater innovation and productivity growth in the private sector is the central plank to industry and commercialisation initiatives announced by the Prime Minister today under Backing Australia’s Ability 2. The new Commercial Ready program will provide greater access to innovation grants and is expected to help about 1700 small and medium businesses develop new products and processes between now and 2011. 

An extra $100 million has also been committed to the Government’s highly successful Commercialising Emerging Technologies (COMET) program. Tax Concession schemes, worth about half a billion dollars a year, will be extended to encourage more business research and development.

http://www.industry.gov.au

Israel

Israel’s Hi-Tech Industry Starts to Rebound 

Israel’s hi-tech industry is recovering, according to figures issued by the Central Bureau of Statistics. The statistics have shown that hi-tech production, which increased 5.3% in 2003, substantially accounted for 62% of Israel’s total 1.5% profits gained in business productivity in the same period. 

During global recession in 2001 and 2002, Israel’s hi-tech output dropped by 7% each year. The trade of hi-tech exports shrank by $4 billion in 2001 to 2002. However, the recovery, amounting to $10.2 billion in 2003, has helped Israel to stabilize its exports in this sector. Hi-tech employment also increased in 2003. For example, there were 1,600 more employment in software, R&D, and hi-tech start-ups. Furthermore, telecommunication services and electronic industries offered about 1,300 employment opportunities. 

http://web.lexis.com/universe/
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/
Neu gegründetes "German Innovation Center" fördert Wissenschaftsdialog mit Israel

Anlässlich des Besuches des nordrhein-westfälischen Ministerpräsidenten Peer Steinbrück in Israel wurde am 4. Mai 2004 das "German Innovation Center" in Herzliya eröffnet. Die Initiatoren und Träger dieser neuen wissenschaftlichen Dialogplattform sind das Wissenschaftszentrum NRW und das Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, die führende private Hochschule in Israel. Es soll die wissenschaftliche Kooperation und den Gedankenaustausch von israelischen und deutschen Forschern, meinungsbildenden Politikern, Intellektuellen und Künstlern befördern. 

http://www.idc.ac.il
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