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The purpose of this paper is twofold. First, an inventory is made of biotechnology data collection in India. This
will include an assessment of how the need for biotechnology related statistics is being addressed, mainly in
terms of patent data, commercialisation of genetically modified organisms, R&D allocations for biotechnology
and industry statistics. In general, limited efforts have been made by different Indian agencies to collect
statistics on biotechnology. One of the reasons for this scarcity of statistics is a missing consensus in India on a
definition of biotechnology. However, initiatives are underway to address this and to establish a measurement
framework. A second objective of this document is to present a broad overview of the status of biotechnology in
India, with a focus on the agricultural and the health sector. First the funding and research programmes of
various institutions are discussed, followed by an overview of human resources development and training
possibilities in the country. A third section discusses capital venture funding and the role of financial institutions,
while the last two sections look at initiatives by state governments and the policy regulations in place.
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