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The Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences was founded in 1808 as an advisory body to the Dutch
Government - a role that it continues to play today. The Academy derives its authority from the quality of its
members, who represent the full spectrum of scientific and scholarly endeavour and are selected on the basis
of their achievements.

The Academy is responsible for fifteen research institutes. The institutes are active in the humanities, the social
sciences and the life sciences; one institute works at the interface of science and government policy. The
Academy institutes are meant to play a leading role in Dutch and international research. They serve as national
centres of expertise, manage unique infrastructures, and provide access to their collections, many of which are
world-famous.

In addition to the funding programmes focusing on China and Indonesia, the Academy also administers various

other funding schemes for members and external parties.
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