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The formation of AAAS in 1848 marked the emergence of a national scientific community in the United States.

While science was part of the American scene from the nation's early days, its practitioners remained few in

number and scattered geographically and among disciplines. AAAS was the first permanent organization formed

to promote the development of science and engineering at the national level and to represent the interests of

all its disciplines.

The AAAS seeks to advance science, engineering, and innovation throughout the world. To fulfill this mission,

the AAAS Board has set the following broad goals:
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Enhance communication among scientists, engineers, and the public;

Promote and defend the integrity of science and its use;

Strengthen support for the science and technology enterprise;

Provide a voice for science on societal issues;

Promote the responsible use of science in public policy;

Strengthen and diversify the science and technology workforce;

Foster education in science and technology for everyone;

Increase public engagement with science and technology; and

Advance international cooperation in science.
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