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Vom 19. bis 23. Mai fand an der Poltechnik Universität in Tomsk (PTU) eine deutsch-
russische Konferenz speziell für junge Wissenschaftler beider Länder statt. Ziel war es
Kontakte zwischen jungen Forschungstalenten und erfahrenen Wissenschaftlern aus
verschiedenen Bereichen der Umweltwissenschaften zu knüpfen. Auf der von der PTU
und dem Ost-West-Wissenschaftszentrum (OWWZ) der Universität Kassel waren
verschiedene deutsche und russische Universitäten, Forschungs- und Förderorganisation
sowie bilaterale Forschungsnetzwerke vertreten. Aufgrund des Erfolgs soll die Konferenz
jährlich wiederholt werden.

Renewable Energy, Biotechnology and Nanotechnology are major topics in the scientific cooperation between

Germany and Russia. The dynamic shifts in the international scientific community within the last few years

demand a strong support of Young Academics. To face these needs Tomsk Polytechnic University (TPU) and

East-West-Science Centre (OWWZ) of Kassel University organised a special interdisciplinary conferences for

young scientists from both countries. From May 19th till May 23rd TPU invited the German delegation of young

scientists to Tomsk (Russia) and hosted the event within its facilities.

To shape the conference, connections and resources of special bilateral networks like the German-Russian

Cooperation Network Biotechnology, NanoBRIDGE and the German-Russian Network Environmental Research

and Technologies were used by the organisers. On location the event was strongly supported by the members

of the Renewable Energy Club of TPU. The Club is led by graduate students with the aim to promote renewable

energy and fuels of which hydrogen is a key element to the students’ community.

The main objective of the conference was to bring together young and senior scientists from different kind of

working fields but interlinked to an environmental background. This unusual constellation enabled different

points of view on research problems and therefore generated a fruitful matrix for interdisciplinary networking

with a focus on knowledge and skills in specialized areas along with cross-cultural scientific discussion. About

200 participants (speakers, poster presenters and listeners) were registered at the conference.

Welcomed by Mrs. Svenja Ewert, the representative of the German Consul General in Novosibirsk, and Prof.

Oleg Khasanov and Fedor Gubarev from TPU the conference started with presentations of Dr. Martin Krispin on

support and funding programmes of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the German Houses for

Research and Innovation Moscow and Nicole Burghardt (OWWZ) on services and networking activities for young

scientists at OWWZ. Orientation lectures on the fields of Renewable Energy, Biotechnology and Nanotechnology

concluded the general part of the event. PhD-Students and Post-Docs from Kassel University, Furtwangen

University and Fraunhofer Institute for Wind Energy and Energy System Technology (IWES) presented their

current research work and discussed with young scientists from Tomsk Polytechnic University and other

Russian Universities (Institute of Strength Physics and Materials Science SB RAS, Technical Institute (branch) of

the North-Eastern Federal University, Yakutia and others) perspectives of cooperation.

In addition to the regular sessions special tours and visits to laboratories and research facilities of TPU were

provided to the German participants giving the opportunity for personal and individual talks.
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The conference and the travel of the German delegation were supported by the German Federal Ministry of

Education and Research and the German Houses for Research and Innovation, Moscow.

TPU, OWWZ and the participants agreed on the success of this first interdisciplinary conference approach and

plan to install this kind of conference as an annual event.
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