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(Facsimile from the Government’s strategy document) 
[image: image1.png]Nanotechnology is the study and use of atoms and
‘molecules in the design of materials, components

and systems with improved or new properties.
Nanotechnology can potentially have an impact on
‘many aspects of our society, both on its own and in
conjunction with other technologies. The Government
considers nanotechnology to be an important tool in
strengthening the future competitiveness of the
Norwegian industry sector and improving our ability
to deal with global societal challenges related to energy,
the environment, health and food in a sustainable way.
Furthermore, the Government will take steps to ensure
that the scope of technological development occurs
‘within responsible boundaries for society.

‘The Government's goal is that:

“The responsible development

of nanotechnology shall provide

a significant contribution to industrial
and commercial development as well
as usefulness to society.”

‘The Government wants nanotechnology to coniribute
1o increased competitiveness of the Nor wegian
industry sector and improved dealing with global
societal challenges, without generating undesirable
effects on health, the environment and society.

‘The Government has identified three priorities:

i) Basic knowledge development

i) Innovation and commercialisation

iii) Responsible technological development
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‘opportunities within national priority areas such as.
energy and the environment, health, food, the maritime
‘and marine sectors, ICT, biotechnology and advanced
‘materials. There will also be focus on overcoming
challenges linked to potentially undesirable effects on
health, safety and environment (HSE), and ethical,
legal and social aspects (ELSA).

‘The Government will maintain its targeted R&D focus
‘on nanotechnology, more specifically through a
separate programme administered by the Research
Council of Norway, NANO2021. The activities of this
‘programme will be concentrated on the strategy's three
‘priorities and implementation of the guidelines set
forth in it. The strategy will also be applied to other
established policy tools aimed at research,
development and innovation.

In order to promote basic knowledge development
in this field, the Government wil faciltate:

* the further development of basic expertise in
nanoscience and nanotechnology, and promote
increased inter-disciplinary cooperation in this field;

* the development of basic expertise related to
‘national priorities: energy, the environment, health,
the maritime and marine sectors, food, ICT,
biotechnology and advanced materials;

« the participation of research insitutions in
international research cooperation, including in the
EU's Framework Programme for research and
innovation; and

* the further development of a shared national
infrastructure in the nanotechnology field to ensure
broad, cross-sectoral coordination and use, which
‘may be supplemented by international infrastructure
‘cooperation.

In order to promote innovation and

commercialisation based on the development and use.

of nanotechnology the Government will:

* give priority to industrial R&D activities within
relevant policy tools;

* develop the Research Council of Norway's function
as ameeting place, and promote increased
‘cooperation within and between the business sector

 strengthen the information efforts of industrial
support agencies and relevant government bodies
relating to the opportunities and limitations inherent
in the development and use of nanotechnology;

 facilitate the commercialisation of R&D results in the
‘nanotechnology field through expanded cooperation
between industrial support agencies and other
relevant commercialisation stakeholders, as well as
‘make an active effort in developing good
international standards; and

 facilitate the participation of the indusiry sector in
international R&D cooperation, including the EU's
Framework Programme for research and innovation
and bilateral cooperation with relevant countries.

To promote responsible technological development
the Government will:

 facilitate an increase in the proportion of publicly
funded R&D efforts in this field accounted for by
'HSE and ELSA research to a level which is among
the leading internationally;

 facilitate the integration of HSE and ELSA into
technology development projects involving.
nanotechnology;

» make the EU “Code of Conduct for Responsible
Nanosciences and Nanotechnologies Research” the
norm for national R&D efforts; and

* cooperate with the Norwegian Board of Technology
toincrease the social dialogue and involvement of
society in technological development within this
field.

The time frame of this strategy is ten years, with
areview taking place after five years. It should
therefore be regarded as a dynamic document, rather
than a complete action plan for the next ten years.
Assessments regarding the prioritisation of the various
‘measures, their implementation and rate of progress
will occur on an ongoing basis, and will be addressed in
the Government's annual budget proposal to
Parliament. The Government's efforts in this field will
be adjusted in view of the budgetary scope available for
each year.
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